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.vision

To Regulate
size and scope

quality of life 

economic benefits 

event

size and scope

quality of life economic benefit

To Balance

To Recognize
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.goal

To regulate the frequency, duration, intensity, time, place, and
mannerof specialeventsby maintaining a balance of the quiet
enjoymentof residencesandbusinesseswhile recognizing the 
potential to enhance quality of life for residents and visitors alike, 
as well as the substantial economic benefit. 
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.ôparadeõ defined
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Parades are currently defined as anything that moves through the streets / roadways of 
Savannah. This includes:

ÅParades
ÅWalks
ÅRuns
ÅBicycle rides
ÅMotorcades
ÅMarches
ÅProcessions



.current ôparadesõ
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Overall by Month

March & September continue to 
be the busiest months of the 
ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ΨtŀǊŀŘŜǎΩΦ  



.current ôparadesõ
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Broken down by Month

Runs continue to be the largest 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ΨtŀǊŀŘŜΩ 
permits. 



.impacted areas
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LOCATION # PARADES PERCENTAGE

HISTORIC DISTRICT 26 41%

Other Areas 21 32%

HUTCHINSON ISLAND 9 14%

Parkside/ Ardsley 8 13%

** This chart shows only events that shut down roadways (Parades, Walks, Runs, Bike Rides)



.event by month
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Month PARADE PARK ASSEMBLY BLOCK PARTY TOTAL

JANUARY 2 10 0 1 13

FEBRUARY 5 13 0 4 22

MARCH 10 48 0 5 63

APRIL 5 59 0 15 79

MAY 7 60 0 18 85

JUNE 1 28 3 9 41

JULY 2 19 0 12 33

AUGUST 1 16 0 8 25

SEPTEMBER 11 47 0 9 67

OCTOBER 6 64 1 26 97

NOVEMBER 6 41 0 15 62

DECEMBER 7 20 1 11 39

TOTAL 63 425 5 133 626



.event by month
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EVENTS 2020 WORKFLOW

2019

ωObtain Historical Data

ωCreate the Design

ωAchieve the Outreach

ωGather the Feedback

ωCreate the Process

ωObtain Needed Tools

ωWrite the Ordinance

ωCreate the Policy

ωEstablish City Supported Events

ωEstablish Legacy Events

ωEnact the Ordinance

2020

ωInitiate Ordinance

ωReview Quarterly

ωRefine the process

ωGather new Feedback

ωMake Adjustments

ωWelcome New Event Proposals

ωBegin the Portfolio

2020

ωDevelop a portfolio rich in 
benefit to both the event 
organizers and the community 

Beyond

ωExpand the portfolio through 
learned best practices and 
experiences

.path
11Office of Special Events, Film & Tourism



.focus

The Special Events Ordinance will é

1. Encompass all permitted events within the City of Savannah

2. Establish City Sponsored events

3. Address and create provisions for first amendment events

4. Create an equitable process for event review and approval

5. Create basis for event denial

6. Balance quality of life with the needs of event organizers and participants

7. Promote safety first and foremost, above all other variables associated with 
event planning and implementation

8. Create accountability for event organizers
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.ordinance frame
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Ordinance Components

ÅDefinitions

ÅSpecial Event Permit 
Requirements

ÅPermit Application

ÅPriority of Special Event Permit 
Issuance

ÅConditions Affecting Issuance of 
Permit

ÅConditions of Approval and 
Reasons for Denial

ÅAuthorized Special Event Vendors
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ÅLiability Offenses

ÅFilming as a Special Event

ÅCity Owned Facilities

ÅPublic Performances

ÅParades

ÅCost Recovery for Special Events

ÅHold Harmless and 
Indemnification

ÅCertificates of Insurance



Events must be defined properly é

ÅParade

ÅRun

ÅWalk

ÅWedding

ÅReception

ÅFestival

ÅFilm

ÅSports

ÅFirst Amendment Gathering 

ÅVehicle Race

ÅFacility Use

ÅCommercial

ÅNon Profit

.define
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Special Event

Special Event means an outside or outdoor thematic entertainment, 
amusement, athletic, or political event, that is advertised or promoted 
inside and outside of the city, on private property or in the exclusionary 
use of public property, and it is reasonably foreseeable to involve a 
large assemblage of persons, impose traffic congestions, impact 
required parking, involve sanitation and security concerns, the 
erections of structures or operations of rides, games or machines that 
Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŜǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΣ ƻǊ 
may require excessive public safety cost in responding to and/or 
managing the event to preserve public peace. 
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Staff Sounding Board

Police

Fire 

Code Compliance

Traffic Engineering 

Mobility and Community Connections
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Greenscapes

Public Works

Sustainability

Emergency Management

Risk Management

Legal

.staff
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